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LEICESTER FOREST EAST PARISH COUNCIL 
 

 
Minutes of the Planning, Trees and Highways Committee Meeting on Tuesday 14th July 2020, held 
virtually on ‘Zoom’, commencing at 7.09pm (due to technical issues).  
 
Present:  P. Kitchen – Chairman  P. Linnett – Vice-Chairman C. Lawrence  

L. Dracup   R. Darlison       
   

 
Mrs H. E. Mann – Clerk to the Parish Council 

  

 

PTH 20.52 To receive apologies for absence 

Councillor Di Palma had sent his apologies prior to the meeting, which the Committee 

duly accepted. 

 

PTH 20.53 To receive Disclosures of Interest in accordance with the Code of Conduct 

None. 

 

PTH 20.54 To adjourn the meeting to receive Questions from the Public 

None. 

 

PTH 20.55 To confirm the Minutes of the Planning, Trees and Highways Committee 

Meeting held on Tuesday 9th June 2020 

Councillor Lawrence stated that the minutes did not show she had declared an 

interest in one of the planning applications at 20.46(b) and the minutes need to be 

amended to reflect this. 

 

Subject to this amendment, Councillor Linnett proposed accepting the minutes, 

Councillor Lawrence seconded. Carried. 

 

Clerk to action. 

 

PTH 20.56 To discuss matters arising from those minutes: 

(a) Neighbourhood development plan update 

Councillor Kitchen explained that Councillor Fox, prior to his resignation, had sent 

the Neighbourhood Development Plan documentation to Blaby District Council 

(BDC) for their review before submission. A response has been received asking 

for minor amendments to be made before the Plan is submitted. Councillor 

Kitchen agreed to take on this work, the Clerk will send him the necessary 

documents in the hope that it can be submitted before the next Planning, Trees 

and Highways Committee meeting. 

 

Councillor Dracup expressed her disappointment that ‘Your Locale’, the company 

who the Parish Council employed to construct the plan, had not noticed these 

errors before sending it through to the Parish Council. 

 

Clerk to action and keep on agenda. 

 

 

(b) Christmas Lights 

Councillor Kitchen explained he had had correspondence with The Festive 

Lighting Company regarding possibly changing the Christmas lighting display this 

year. The company had asked various questions which the Clerk had answered. 

Councillor Kitchen explained to the company that around 30 lamp post lights 

were needed. 
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The Festive Lighting Company had stated that, with the Parish Council’s budget 

of £6,000, one option is to have motifs up to the value of £140 each for one 

year’s hire. However, if the Parish Council opted for a 3-year contract, motifs up 

to the value of £200 each could be used. This includes unlimited maintenance 

and replacements if necessary. The Council would be able to choose which style 

of lights it would like, provided it contacted The Festive Lighting Company in 

enough time, otherwise it would be provided with whichever lights were available 

at the time, within that price range. 

 

However, sockets would need to be fitted on each of the lamp posts to enable the 

lights to be powered, the Festive Lighting Company would not be able to do this 

within a £6,000 budget. The cost of socket installation would be around £180-

£250 per lamp post totalling circa £7,500 in addition to the £6,000 for lights. This 

would be one-off cost because once the sockets were fitted, they could be used 

year after year. Therefore, the budget of £6,000 is not sufficient. 

 

Councillor Linnett asked if The Festive Lighting Company provide solar-powered 

Christmas lights. Councillor Kitchen said that they did not supply them as very 

ineffective. The Clerk confirmed that, after extensive research, there is only one 

supplier of commercial, solar-powered Christmas Lights. 

 

Councillor Linnett then asked if the County Council would charge the Parish 

Council to install sockets onto the lamp posts. Also, whether it would be worth 

considering reducing the number of Christmas lights in Leicester Forest East to 

reduce the cost. He felt the solar-powered ones were weak. 

 

Councillor Dracup stated she would vote against electric Christmas lights and 

favours solar-powered ones, especially as the initial cost would be double the 

budget amount. Only one complaint from a resident was received about the solar 

powered Christmas lights. 

 

Several Councillors expressed their thoughts that the solar powered Christmas 

lights were ineffective. 

 

Therefore, it was decided to get a quotation for the solar powered Christmas 

lights for this year, to allow more time to investigate other options for Christmas 

2021. The Clerk should also begin the s.178 licence application for these solar-

powered lights. 

 

The Committee also asked the Clerk to obtain three quotes for having the 

structural testing of the lamp posts carried out. Also, to contact Highways to see 

how the Parish Council would go about adding the necessary sockets to lamp 

posts and ask Kirby Muxloe Parish Council how they went about installing the 

sockets necessary of their lamp posts. 

 

The Committee also asked the Clerk to ask, in the Round Robin email, for 

recommendations for other Christmas light providers.  

 

The Clerk stated that, due to the value of the contract, three quotations would 

need to be sought if the Christmas lights were to be changed next year. 

 

Also, Councillor Kitchen asked the Clerk to send him the list of which lamp posts 

are currently used for Christmas lights to see if that number can be reduced. 
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Clerk to action, leave on agenda and add to the action list to review Christmas 

lights in January 2021. 

 

Councillor Kitchen to email The Festive Lighting Company to inform then that the 

Parish Council are now looking to change their Christmas lights from Christmas 

2021. 

 

(c) Writing to a resident regarding building waste left behind by builders 

The Clerk confirmed this waste has now been removed so this action can be 

removed from the agenda. 

 

(d) To discuss the issue of the large potholes in the Chip shop car park 

The Clerk wrote to the chip shop owner on 30th June explaining the issues with 

the potholes. No response received. 

 

Clerk to keep on agenda. 

 

(e) To discuss the response from LCC Highways regarding traffic calming 

measures on Tay Road, Lubbesthorpe (received 22.05.20) 

The Clerk explained that she had received email responses from the following 

regarding this issue: 

 

Firstly, Highways had stated: 

 

‘In order to investigate fully, we need to gather traffic data, including recent traffic 

speeds, traffic volumes, and the past five years accident history to better assess 

your request.  

 

However, due to the current Government Guidance for COVID-19, traffic and 

pedestrian volumes have been significantly reduced. As a result, Leicestershire 

County Council will not be conducting any site visits or traffic surveys at the 

present moment in time. As any new surveys will not be reflective of the usual 

patterns and traffic flows experienced on the Leicestershire network.  

 

Whilst we may have some data available, however there is a likelihood that there 

may be a delay in providing a full response to your query or concern if a site visit 

or survey is required. Please be assured however that your enquiry will remain 

open and under investigation until such a time when necessary actions can be 

undertaken. ‘ 

 

District Councillor Lee Breckon had stated: 

 

‘Just a short email to say I have forwarded the email on and am awaiting officers 

from BDC to respond so LCC officers can then add their update.’ 

District Councillor Stuart Coar stated: 

‘The proposed traffic calming around LFE in Beggars Lane, Warren Lane and 
Forest House Lane involved the installation of speed ramps and I know I got 
many complaints about the proposals from constituents, and from memory Lee 
Brecon advised the PC  that the various schemes would NOT go ahead as LCC 
had received various complaints about the schemes too. - I know chicanes were 
something that were discussed and favoured by residents but were not an option 
on this initial scheme.  

The speed humps in Tay road were always planned, but as building progressed 
along the road, it was stated that every other ramp would be removed, apart from 
the area in front of the school and community hub.’ 
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The Committee discussed these responses and asked the Clerk if she had 
received any complaints about speeding on warren Lane recently which she 
confirmed she had not.  

Clerk to keep this item on the agenda until a response is received from Highways. 

PTH 20.57 To discuss Planning Decisions: 

(a) 20/0561/HH – 64 Acres Road, Leicester Forest East LE3 3HA – GRANTED 

Noted. 

 

PTH 20.58 To discuss Planning Applications received after agenda was prepared 

 
(a) 20/0378/HH, 20 Regents Walk Leicester Forest East, Demolition of existing detached 
garage with two storey side and rear extension and erection of single storey front and side 
extension 
Noted. 

(b) 20/0547/HH, 3 Seymour Way Leicester Forest East, first floor front extension 
over existing garage and front porch – GRANTED. 
Noted. 
 
 
(c) 20/0518/HH, 47 Lancelot Close Leicester Forest East, the following amendments have been 
made to this application: 1 Under croft at ground level, 2 Alteration of roof from gable to 
hipped 
Noted. 

 
(d) 20/0597/FUL, 5 Wardens Walk Leicester Forest East, the following amendments have been 
made to this application: 
1 The proposed first floor rear kitchen window has been amended to a high-level 
window design. 
2 The application site boundary (outlined in red) has been amended to include the 
shared public access to the rear of the site. 
3 Relocation of Air Conditioning Unit. 
4 A Justification Statement has been submitted supporting the application. 
5 Amended internal layout. 

The Committee noted the application but stated it is not located in Leicester Forest East. 

 

 

PTH 20.59 To receive Planning Applications for discussion: 

(a) 20/0658/HH – 3 Brightwell Drive, Leicester Forest East LE3 3QA – 2 storey 

side extension and single storey rear extension 

No Comment. 

(b) 20/0677/TPO – 3 Pine View, Leicester Forest East LE3 3FX – Black Pine (T1) 

– fell to prevent damage to property. 

No Comment. 

PTH 20.60 To discuss planning enforcement cases for noting: 

(a) E20/0143/BOCND – Warren Lane Surgery, Warren Lane, Leicester Forest 

East LE3 3LW – breach of condition 7 attached to 17/1745/FUL 

Noted. 

PTH 20.61  Traffic Calming Measures for Leicester Forest East 

 Clerk to keep on agenda. 

 

PTH 20.62 New benches in Leicester Forest East 

 The Clerk updated the Committee to confirm the four benches have been delivered to 

a safe location in the Parish and will be installed over the next few weeks. 
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Clerk to take off agenda. 

 

PTH 20.63 MVAS stats and possible extended warranty 

 Councillor Kitchen confirmed that the Clerk had sent the stats to him for analysis. 

However, they were not legible in the programme he opened them in. Therefore, he is 

going to download the necessary software to interpret the stats. 

 

 The possible extended maintenance of the MVAS sign was discussed by the 

Committee and it was agreed to not purchase any additional warranty or maintenance 

contract. 

 

Clerk to ask the handyman if he would take over the job of regularly (every three 

weeks) changing the MVAS battery from Councillor Fox. 

 

Council’s power to spend money on maintaining the MVAS comes from s. 30 of the 

Local Government Act. 

 

PTH 20.64 Date of next meeting – tba 

 

 Tuesday 11th August 2020 at 7.00pm.  

 

However, the Committee asked the Clerk to review this closer to the time to see 

whether the meeting would still be viable. 

 

Meeting closed at 8.04pm. 

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


