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LEICESTER FOREST EAST PARISH COUNCIL 
 
 

Minutes of the Planning, Trees and Highways Committee Meeting on Tuesday 9th February 2021, 
held virtually on ‘Zoom’, commencing at 7.00pm.  
 
Present:  P. Kitchen – Chairman P. Linnett – Vice-Chairman C. Lawrence R. Darlison 

I. Deacon  D. Di Palma    
    
Ms Judith Coles – Councillor Di Palma’s Support Worker 
Mrs H. E. Mann – Clerk to the Parish Council 

 

PTH 21.13 To receive apologies for absence 

Councillor Dracup sent her apologies prior to the meeting which the Committee duly 

accepted. 

 

PTH 21.14 To receive Disclosures of Interest in accordance with the Code of Conduct 

  None. 

 

PTH 21.15 To adjourn the meeting to receive Questions from the Public 

  None. 

 

PTH 21.16 To confirm the Minutes of the Planning, Trees and Highways Committee Meeting held on 

Tuesday 12th January 2021 

 

 Subject to the following amendments: 

 

• PTH 21.5 (a) 2nd paragraph extra ‘and’ to be removed.  

• PTH 21.5 4th paragraph, Councillor Linnett does not want to say its BDC’s fault, 

just disappointed with the way they dealt with the matter. 

• PTH 21.5 (f) first paragraph should read Councillor Coar.  

 

 Councillor Lawrence proposed accepting the minutes, Councillor Darlison seconded. The 

Committee unanimously agreed. Carried. 

 

Clerk to action. 

 

PTH 21.17 To discuss matters arising from those minutes: 

(a) Neighbourhood development plan update 

The Clerk advised the following: 

 

• There has been no interest from the advert to convert the NDP to be WCAG 

complaint which was placed on the website and Facebook. 

• The company who speculatively contacted the Clerk regarding NDP work 

refused to carry out the conversion work. 

• An email received from BDP states that a date cannot be given for when the 

Parish Council were made aware of the requirement for the NDP to be 

compliant. 
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After discussion, it was agreed that the Clerk and Assistant Clerk will carry out the 

conversion work but Councillor Lawrence suggested they contact her as one of her 

members of staff may be able to help. 

 

Clerk to action. 

 

(b) Christmas Lights 

Councillor Kitchen explained that he will begin to look at this in more detail over the 

next few months, Councillor Linnett offered help when deciding on which lamp posts 

should have Christmas lights and hanging baskets. 

 

Clerk to leave on agenda. 

 

(c) To discuss the issue of the large potholes in the Chip shop car park 

Councillor Linnett reminded the Committee that the last piece of correspondence from 

the Chip Shop owners stated that they were in talks with Sainsburys to possibly 

resurface the car park. 

 

Councillor Kitchen asked if the reason the Parish Council cannot take any further action 

is because the car park is on private land, Councillor Linnett confirmed this. 

 

Councillor Deacon suggested the Parish Council write to Sainsburys (the store manager) 

as they have a corporate responsibility to their customers, the car park is used by 

Sainsburys customers and it is a health and safety risk. 

 

Councillor Di Palma added that the supermarket is supposed to be at the centre of the 

community. 

 

Clerk to: 

• Write to Sainsburys (the store manager) and ask if they have heard from Chip 

Shop owners with regard to re-surfacing the car park. 

 

(d) MVAS  

Discussed at a later agenda point below. 

 

(e) Lubbesthorpe Meeting 

A report from the latest Lubbesthorpe Liaison meeting had been prepared by Councillor 

Di Palma and sent to all members ahead of the meeting. 

 

The group had met recently and agreed to reconvene on 10th March at 10.30am. 

Councillor Di Palma added that Drummonds Estates are being contacted to see if they 

will send a representative to the next meeting. It was agreed at the meeting that it is 

worthwhile carrying on with the meetings as the surrounding Parish and Town Councils 

seemed to be in the dark on some issues. 

 

Councillor Linnett asked that traffic calming be added as a point to be considered; 

Councillor Di Palma agreed to raise this at the next meeting. 

 

Councillor Di Palma added that there was disappointment at the meeting that a 

representative from Lubbesthorpe Parish Council was not in attendance. 

 

Councillor Kitchen thanked Councillor Di Palma for the update. 
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(f) To discuss Blaby District Council’s Draft Air Quality Monitoring Document 

Councillor Kitchen explained that after the last Planning meeting he responded to BDC 

with points including: 

 

1. Page 2 of the Draft Plan states that the highest concentration of pollution in the 

district is on Hinckley Road LFE. LFE Has always complained about traffic increase 

but there has been no response to this. 

2. There is mention of improvements to the Braunstone Crossroads junction, what 

improvements are these? Councillor Coar confirmed to Councillor Kitchen (outside 

the meeting) that they will widen the road and junction at some point in the future. 

3. ‘Active and meaningful discussion on pollution’ is stated in the report. However, the 

Parish Council believes pollution rates should be reduced by a higher level and what 

is the strategy for continuous improvement? 2020 was an unusual year for air 

pollution due to Covid-19 and reduced traffic rates but BDC need to plan for rates to 

return to normal. 

4. Policy CS10 – BDC seek to reduce the need to travel by car and reduce reliance on 

private motor vehicles by providing shopping facilities and employment locally. 

However, Lubbesthorpe with 4,500 new homes, and potentially 750-1000 new 

homes to be built on land north of the A47 at Kirby Muxloe, have no local 

employment or substantial shopping in the locality. Car travel is a necessity. 

5. How does the plan address potential for low emission vehicles? 

 

The Committee thanked Councillor Kitchen for his work on this. 

 

PTH 21.18 To receive Planning Applications for discussion: 

(a) 20/1302/HH – 95 Bosworth Way – single storey side extension, insertion of bi-fold 

doors, remove gate to front elevation and replace with a window and insert roller 

shutter to rear. 

No Comment. 

 

(b) 21/0051/HHPD – 101 Park Drive – single storey rear extension which would extend 

beyond the rear wall of the original dwelling house by 4.0m, for which the maximum 

height would be 3.3m and the height to eaves would be 2.5m. 

No Comment. 

 

(c) 21/0084/HHPD - 8 Blue Pots Close - single storey rear extension which would extend 

beyond the rear wall of the original dwelling house by 4.95m, for which the maximum 

height would be 3.53m and the height to the eaves would be 2.51m. 

No Comment. 

PTH 21.19 To discuss Planning Applications/Decisions/Enforcement cases received after agenda was 

prepared: 

 None. 

 

PTH 21.20 To discuss Planning Decisions made: 

(a) 20/1237/HH – 28 Bosworth Way – garage conversion to provide storage area and 

home gym – GRANTED. 

Noted. 

 

PTH 21.21  To discuss Enforcement cases: 

(a) E21/0005/HDGRW – Land off Forest House Lane – Works to Hedgerow – Closed 

Noted. 
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(b) E21/0006/UDRES – 194 Hinckley Road – Erection of outbuilding in the rear garden – 

Closed 

Noted. 

 

PTH 21.22 To discuss how frequently the MVAS battery should be changed 
 The Clerk confirmed: 
 

• It will cost £43.45 per month if the battery is changed every fortnight instead of 
every 3 weeks. (When she and the Assistant Clerk attempted to obtain statistics 
the battery had run out after only 2 weeks.) 

• There has still been no correspondence from County Hall on a Zoom call with 
Councillor Kitchen. 

• There has been an issue with collecting the statistics so the Assistant Clerk is 
contacting Swarco to rectify. 

 
Councillor Linnett asked if there is a guarantee on the length of the batteries. This was not 
known but the Clerk confirmed the batteries are 17 months old. 
 
Councillor Darlison asked how much batteries are and if there may be a need to buy new 
ones. The Clerk suggested that it will not be apparent if there is an issue with one or both 
batteries running out very quickly until the statistics are obtained. 
 
Councillor Kitchen added that on average 1,000 cars per day are using that stretch of road. 
Also, cold weather can cause batteries to drain faster. 
 

Clerk to: 

• Chase up LCC for a Zoom meeting with Councillor Kitchen. 

• Ask Swarco if a new battery is needed as they only appear to be working for 2 

weeks with 1,000 cars a day on that road– do we need a new battery? Should 

the battery last longer?  

• Inform the security company that a decision has not been made on how often 

the battery needs to be changed. 

• Ask the security company to provide a photo with the make and model of the 

battery in case a new one is needed. 

 
PTH 21.24 To discuss temporary changes to Blaby District Council’s Planning Application Process 

Councillor Kitchen summarised; BDC are temporarily outsourcing their planning application 

process. Planning officers will still make the ultimate decisions. The Committee noted this. 

 

PTH 21.25 To discuss Blaby District Council’s Local Plan Options Document Consultation 

Councillor Kitchen explained that he had been on a ‘Planning Nuts and Bolts’ training course 

recently. One thing he had picked up from the training is that Parish Councils, and 

individuals, should respond to planning issues in their local area as much as possible. You 

may raise an issue that someone else has not raised and, therefore, provide something else 

for the district or borough council to consider. The more comments are made, the more has 

to be taken into account. 

 

Councillor Kitchen then asked the Committee to read the Local Plan Options Document and 

consider if there is anything members feel the Parish Council should respond with. 

 

Councillor Linnett explained that District Councillor Coar had contacted him about the 

proposed development at Kirby Muxloe, on land off the A47, with 750-1,000 proposed 

homes. Councillor Coar thinks the developers will not be able to gain permission to widen 

the A47 at the site of the proposed development.   
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Clerk to action: 

 

• Add to website and Facebook Plan Options Document Consultation with link to 

BDC website. 

 

PTH 21.26 Date of next meeting 

 Tuesday 9th March 2021 at 7.00pm  

 

Meeting closed at 7.42pm. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
  
  

 

 


