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LEICESTER FOREST EAST PARISH COUNCIL 

Minutes of the Planning, Trees and Highways Committee Meeting on Tuesday 2nd November 2021, held in the 
Parish Hall, Kings Drive, Leicester Forest East commencing at 7.00pm. 

Present:  P. Kitchen (Chairman)  D. Di Palma (Vice-Chairman)  C. Lawrence
  R. Darlison   P. Linnett    L. Dracup
   

One representative of the Developers 
One member of the public via Zoom 
Councillor Di Palma’s Support Worker 
Mrs H. E. Mann – Clerk to the Council 

  
 

PTH 21.128 To receive apologies for absence 

  None. 

 

PTH 21.129 To receive Disclosures of Interest in accordance with the Code of Conduct 

None. 

 

PTH 21.130 To adjourn the meeting to receive Questions from the Public 

  None. 

 

PTH 21.131 To confirm the Minutes of the Planning, Trees and Highways Committee Meeting held on 

Tuesday 5th October 2021 

 Amendments: 21.115 – add the word ‘councillors’ after the word ‘permits’, 21.119 (e) there 

is a typo – ‘received from’ and at 21.121 – ‘parking’ is spelt wrong. 

  

Resolved: Subject to the amendments, those members of the Committee who attended the 

last Planning Committee meeting voted unanimously to accept the minutes. 

 

Clerk to action. 

 

PTH 21.132 To discuss Planning Proposals for Grange Farm/Baines Lane  

A representative from Harris Land Management (HLM) attended the meeting to talk the 

Committee through the proposed plans. In summary: 

• HLM been signed up by the landowner to produce the plans. 

• Plans have been delayed due to Covid. 

• HLM hope to submit outline planning application before Christmas. This will not include 

house designs. 

• The site has been allocated for development under Blaby District Council’s development 

plan and under the Parish Council’s draft Neighbourhood Development Plan. 

• There has been a problem with vandalism on the site with the old farmhouse recently 

been burnt down and is, therefore, now unsafe. 

• The current buildings have been unoccupied for 8-10 years and are beyond repair. 

• HLM seek to keep most of the category A trees on the site. 

• Some category B trees may need to be removed. 

• An environmental protection Survey has been carried out on the site and there is 

nothing of note. 

• There will be no more than six social housing plots in any one cluster, and the clusters 

will be ‘pepper-potted’ throughout the site. 
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• HLM will soon leaflet drop to local residents, there will also be a dedicated website and 

consultation boards for residents to leave comments. The link to the website and further 

details will be sent to the Clerk once they are set up. 

• HLM are disappointed they cannot access the site via Hinckley Road. 

• There will be s. 106 monies available to the Parish Council, but it is not yet known how 

much. 

 

The Committee asked the following questions: 

• Why is access not via Baines Lane? 

Baines Lane is owned by Highways England. HLM have been in correspondence with 

Highways England for over a year, but negotiations have come to an impasse. Therefore, 

access will be from Wardens Walk, this is Blaby District Council’s preferred access route. 

• How many plots? 

There will be 58 plots. 

• Will Wardens Walk be the access point? 

Yes. 

• What is the timescale? 

The start date will likely be some time in 2023, with 12-18 months to complete the 

building. 

• How will residents who do not use computers access the information? 

There will be consultation boards.  

 

The Committee made the following Comments: 

• This site was an obvious choice for development. 

• Some residents do not want access to the site vis Wardens Walk and are concerned 

about the increase in traffic along that route. 

• Letters should be dropped to residents on Wardens Walk, including those houses in 

Braunstone, all the way up to the Post Office, South Avenue and Park Drive. 

• Residents would not want construction traffic along those roads for 18 months. 

• The Committee advised HLM to seek to have all construction traffic enter and exits the 

site via Baines Lane. 

• One issue is that Baines Lane is used a fast-access route for emergency services onto the 

M1. 

• HLM are welcome to use the Parish Hall for their consultation boards and to showcase 

the plans if required. However, it was also noted that a location nearer to the site may 

be wise – perhaps Braunstone as this will affect Braunstone residents also. 

 

The representative from HLM left the meeting at 7.23pm. 

 

The member of the public attending via Zoom left at 7.23pm. 

 

PTH 21.133 To discuss matters arising from those minutes: 

(a) Neighbourhood development plan update  

The following questions had been asked by the External Examiner: 

 

1. Please confirm how the general public were consulted between 12 October 2018 

and 23 November 2018. 

 

The Committee asked the Clerk to try and find the minutes from the NDP 

Committee around those dates for information. If they cannot be located, Your 

Locale can be contacted. The Clerk suggested there was a flier delivered to 

residents.  



 

3 
 

 

2. Please confirm the date of submission of the Neighbourhood Plan to the District 

Council by the Parish Council. 

 

The Clerk confirmed it was submitted in several stages, but the bulk was submitted 

14.05.2021. 

 

3. I invite comment on a possible modification to replace Policy H3 with “To be 

supported proposals for new housing must demonstrate how they provide 

dwellings with 1, 2 or 3 bedrooms; or homes suitable for older people, including 2- 

or 3-bedroom bungalows; or dwellings suitable for people with restricted 

mobility, unless the latest assessment of local housing needs indicates otherwise.” 

 

The Committee agreed to this proposal. 

 

4. The term “Chemists next to medical centres” is imprecise. Please provide a precise 

description of the facilities concerned.  

 

Boots the Chemist next to Forest Medical Centre on Braunstone Lane and Lloyds 

Pharmacy on Warren Lane. 

 

5. Paragraph 81 of the Framework states planning policies should help create the 

conditions in which businesses can invest, expand and adapt. Paragraph 122 of the 

Framework states planning policies need to reflect changes in the demand for land 

and specifies circumstances for reallocation of land for a more deliverable use. 

The first sentence of the policy is a statement rather than an operative policy. The 

strength of a presumption cannot be reflected in determination of a development 

proposal. The term “employment opportunities” is imprecise and does not 

provide a basis for the determination of development proposals. Given Use 

Classes are likely to vary during the plan period there is advantage in referring to 

relevant uses themselves. I invite comment on my intention to recommend a 

modification to replace the words before criteria a) and b) with “Development 

proposals that will result in the loss of buildings or sites used for industrial 

processes; storage and distribution; offices; or for research and development of 

products or processes will only be supported if it is demonstrated:” so that the 

Neighbourhood Plan is “clearly written and unambiguous, so it is evident how a 

decision maker should react to development proposals” as required by paragraph 

16d) of the Framework. 

 

The Committee have no objection to this amendment. 

 

Clerk to respond to BDC by 05.11.2021. 

 

(b) Christmas Lights update 

No update: 

  

Clerk to order large Christmas tree and arrange to have lights put up on the tree. 

 

The Parish Council has the power to spend money on Christmas lights and the large Christmas 

Tree under the Local Government Act 1972, s. 144. 

 

(c) To discuss repeated flooding on A47 update 
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An update was received from County Councillor Nick Chapman to say the works have 

been completed but the gullies are already starting to block with leaves again. Two areas 

were flooded yesterday and thy have been reported. 

 

Clerk to: 

• Chase Highways once a month until the problem is resolved. 

• Ask the County Councillor what date the works were completed. 

 

(d) To discuss £25,000 funding each County Councillor is receiving for Highways 

Improvements 

No update. 

 

(e) New bench for verge outside Forest Park Restaurant update 

Damaged one removed and new one ordered. 

 

(f) To discuss MVAS Maintenance Contracts and MVAS Stats 

  The two contracts SWARCO offer are:   

 

Silver 

  Will deal with fault - £126.69 excluding VAT per year. 

 

  Gold 

  Will deal with fault and yearly service visit - £296.10 excluding VAT. 

 

Resolved: The Committee unanimously agreed to sign up for the silver annual maintenance 

contract with SWARCO for £126.69 per year excluding VAT. 

 

Clerk to inform SWARCO.  

 

The Parish Council has the power to spend money on a maintenance contract of its MVAS 

under the Local Government Act 1972, s. 111. 

   

(g) To discuss possible projects for next year’s budget 

After discussion the Clerk was asked to add the following times to the budget for next year: 

• Royal British Legion ‘soldier silhouette’ benches (x2) to be placed near St. Andrews 

Church. 

• Some other remembrance/poppy items, other than lamppost poppies, which will have an 

impact. 

• The Committee have asked that £5,000 be added to the budget for this purpose but also 

to be reminded that they have added in £5,000 but that the Clerk may have more exact 

figures nearer the time the budget is prepared. 

 

(h) To discuss quotes for hanging baskets and tubs for next 3 years 

The Clerk explained she is still awaiting a third quotation; one provider has simply not 

responded to her request and another does not have capacity to take on another contract. 

 

Two quotations have been received from CJ Springthorpe (current provider) and Plantscape 

(who cannot plant out the tubs). 

 

Resolved: The Committee unanimously resolved to accept the CJ Springthorpe quotation for 

one year, provided they bank up the tubs to provide a pyramid shape. 
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Clerk to: 

• Inform CJ Springthorpe and Plantscape of the Committee’s decision for a one-year 

contract for summer hanging baskets and tubs and winter tubs for 2022 to CJ 

Springthorpe. 

• Remove hanging baskets from Panning agenda. 

• Print 2 x quotations received for hanging baskets for the quotations file and also print 

this minute note to explain that, as per the Financial Regulations, the Committee strived 

to obtain 3 quotations, but this was not achievable as only 2 provided quotes were 

provided, 1 did not respond at all and 1 is too busy to take on the work. 

 

The Parish Council has the power to spend money on hanging baskets under the Local 

Government Act 1972, s. 144. 

 

(i) To discuss recent accident involving a pedestrian on Warren Lane and pursuing traffic 

calming in the area. 

No update. 

 

Clerk to action. 

 

PTH 21.134 To discuss Planning Applications: 

(a) 21/0906/CLP – 6 Bosworth Way – certificate of lawfulness for single storey rear 

extension 

No Comment. 

 

(b) 21/1065/HH – 98 Forest House Lane – conversion of internal garage and erection of 

single storey workshop/outbuilding to front. 

No Comment. 

 

(c) 21/1080/HH – 2 Kings Walk – retention of outbuilding in rear garden. 

No Comment. 

 

PTH 21.135 To discuss Planning Decisions made: 

(a) 21/0872/HH – 14 Churchill Drive, single storey extension to front elevation and 

internal alterations – GRANTED. 

Noted. 

 

(b) 21/0676/FUL – Harkaway, Hinckley Road, LFW – erection of dwelling – REFUSED. 

Noted. 

 

(c) Parcel 10, Lubbesthorpe – APPROVED. 

Noted. 

 

(d) 21/0983/HH – 4 Boyers Walk – single storey rear extension – GRANTED. 

Noted. 

 

PTH 21.136  To discuss Planning Applications/Decisions/Enforcement cases received after agenda was 

prepared: 

 None. 

 

PTH 21.137 To discuss Cessation of Formal Consultations from Blaby District Council on developments 

in Lubbesthorpe 

The Clerk read the email received from Blaby District Council’s Major Schemes Officer. 
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It was noted that Kirby Muxloe Parish Council have responded to the email stating there are 

still issues with the development which affect surrounding Parishes. 

 

Clerk to respond to Kirby Muxloe Parish Council and thank them for their email. Then to 

forward it to Blaby District Council to state that LFEPC completely support and agree with 

Kirby Muxloe’s letter. 

 

PTH 21.138 To discuss Lubbesthorpe Liaison Meeting 

 The Councillor representative for Leicester Forest East Parish Council informed the 

Committee there is a meeting tomorrow where the following issues will be raised on behalf 

of the Parish Council: 

• Double Yellow Lines on Tay Road 

• Whether there will be a dentist in Lubbesthorpe 

• When they are taking out the humps on Tay Road. 

 

PTH 21.139 Date of next meeting 

 Tuesday 7th December at 7.00pm. 

 

The meeting closed at 7.52pm. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


