
LEICESTER FOREST EAST PARISH COUNCIL 
 

 
Minutes of the Parks, Hall and Events Committee Meeting on Tuesday 9th June 2020, held virtually on 
‘Zoom’, commencing at 7.45pm.  
 
Present:  P. Kitchen – Chairman  P. Linnett – Vice-Chairman C. Lawrence  

L. Dracup  I. Deacon   P. Fox   
R. Darlison   

 
Mrs H. E. Mann – Clerk to the Parish Council 

 

 

PH&E 20.37 To receive apologies for absence 

Councillor Di Palma had sent his apologies prior to the meeting which the Council 

duly accepted. 

 

PH&E 20.38 To receive disclosures of interest in accordance with the code of conduct 

  None. 

 

PH&E 20.39 To adjourn the meeting to receive questions from members of the public 

  None. 

 

PH&E 20.40 To confirm the minutes of the Parks, Hall and Events Committee Meeting held 

on 9th March 2020 as a true record 

 Councillor Linnett proposed accepting the minutes, Councillor Kitchen seconded. 

Carried. 

 

PH&E 20.41 Matters arising from those minutes: 

(a) New surfacing Boyers Park  

No further action as two pieces of equipment need repairs after the annual safety 

inspection. Clerk to keep on agenda. 

(b) Goal Module 

No further action. Clerk to keep on agenda. 

(c) Ransom Strip update 

Awaiting a response from David Wilson homes. Clerk to keep on agenda. 

(d) To discuss the issue with the gates at Forest East Play Park 

Councillor Darlison had spoken to the Clerk regarding this matter and suggested 

adding a catch to the gates may prove to be more cost effective. He knows 

someone who may be able to carry this work out. Clerk to contact this person to 

see if they can fix the gates and keep on the agenda. 

(e) To discuss the next litter-pick event and litter-picking around the Parish 

Cancelled due to Coronavirus. Clerk to keep on agenda. 

(f) To discuss the possibility of adding solar panel to the Parish Hall 

The Clerk is currently in communication with Blaby District Council to establish if 

funding would be available for this. Clerk to keep this on the agenda. 

(g) Trimming of Forest East Park’s perimeter hedge 

Clerk to keep on agenda and ask tree surgeons to quote. 

(h) To discuss issues with the path between the new David Wilson estate and 

the Parish Hall 

The Clerk explained that she had emailed David Wilson’s technical department 

who is looking into the possibility of putting a gate on the path to prevent 

motorcycles using it. 

 

Councillor Linnett explained that the bin on the path between the Parish Hall and 

the new David Wilson estate is overflowing with litter. Clerk to ask them to empty 

this bin more frequently. Clerk to keep on agenda. 



(i) To discuss the bin, which is currently out of service, on Forest East Park 

This bin has now been replaced. 

(j) To Discuss Play Equipment for Spider Park 

Clerk to send online catalogues to all Councillors in order to look at available 

pieces of play equipment to purchase. 

(k) To discuss the possibility of having a bin in the Café area 

Clerk to order these bins but have them delivered to Councillor Linnett’s home 

address as the Parish Hall is closed.  

 

PH&E 20.42 Action List 

  This item should be moved to the full Council agenda. Clerk to action. 

 

PH&E 20.43 Events 

(a) Ratby Band Concert on Sunday 23rd August 2020, 3pm to 5pm 

Clerk to establish if they are still performing and inform the Committee at the next 

meeting. 

 

PH&E 20.44 To discuss the Car Parks and their Regular Cleaning 

Councillor Fox explained that a large number of nitrous oxide capsules have been 

found near to the Parish Hall and the teen shelter. Residents, on social media, have 

been threatening to remove the teen shelter as a consequence. The Committee were 

also concerned that a child or animal could swallow one of the small capsules. 

 

Therefore, Councillor Fox proposed asking Bev to remove these from around the teen 

shelter, Parish Hall and car park once or twice a week. The Committee will provide 

her with whatever protective equipment she feels she needs. Councillor Linnett 

seconded. The Committee voted and unanimously agreed to this.  

 

Clerk to action. 

 

At 8.23pm the meeting adjourned due to technical issues. The meeting reconvened at 8.30pm. 

Councillor Darlison had left the meeting. 

  

PH&E 20.45 To discuss the possibility of a survey of the trees on Forest East Park 

The Clerk has contacted TCV regarding this issue but has had no response. The 

Committee asked the Clerk to try to contact TCV again and also ask them to quote to 

cut the hedgerow around the field behind the Parish Hall. 

 

Clerk to ask TCV to survey all trees, hedges, bushes etc within Forest East Park. The 

committee that a quote would likely be provided free of charge. If TCV are unable to 

carry out the survey, speak to other Parish Councils, or Blaby District Council, to see 

who they use for tree surveys. Hunter Tree care have also been used for similar jobs 

by the Parish Council in the past so they may be contacted to provide a quote. 

 

  Clerk to action. 

 

PH&E 20.46 To discuss the possibility of a reduced fee for Epworth for next year and also 

that training is now permitted for groups of 6 players (Government Directive) 

 Councillor Fox proposed charging Epworth a reduced fee of £500 for their hire of the 

football field next year as a one-off gesture of goodwill due to them not being able to 

use the field for an extended period of time due to adverse weather conditions and 

the Coronavirus pandemic. Councillor Kitchen seconded. Carried. 

 

 Clerk to action. 

 

PH&E 20.47 To discuss the issue with a regular hirer being in arrears 



 Councillor Dracup suggested checking the wording of the hire agreement and 

reporting back to the next full council meeting. 

 

Clerk to action. 

 

PH&E 20.48 To discuss letter from Water Supplier offering to suspend service 

 The premises officer is using a small amount of water at the Parish Hall each week so 

the water will not be suspended. 

 

PH&E 20.49 To discuss issue a resident is having with tree roots damaging their garden 

wall, located on strip of land next to Kings Walk Park 

 The Clerk confirmed that the tree is not on Parish Council land and neither is it on 

Blaby District Council land. Therefore, the Clerk has contacted Highways who cut the 

grass on that land but have no record of the tree. They are looking into it further. 

Clerk to chase Highways and respond to resident as soon as possible. 

 

PH&E 20.50 To discuss when hirers of the hall might be able to return 

 Clerk to add this to the next agenda. 

 

PH&E 20.51  Coronavirus 

 The Committee decided to continue to keep the gate locked. 

 

Clerk to inform the premises officer. 

 

PH&E 20.52 Forest East Park, Kings Walk Park and Spinney matters 

The Clerk informed the Committee that two pieces of play equipment on Boyers Park 

have issues which need addressing as per the annual safety inspection. The 

Committee decided to obtain three quotes for fixing the pieces of equipment. 

 

Clerk to action. 

   

(a) To discuss the possibility of a path around the entire perimeter of Forest 

East Park 

Martin Cowman are going to the park to quote for this tomorrow. Clerk to keep on 

agenda. 

 

Councillor Fox left the meeting at 8.59pm. 

 

The meeting was adjourned at 9pm due to technical issues. 

 

Meeting resumed at 9.07pm (including Councillor Fox). 

 

(b) Potential trip hazard in the Spinney 

The Committee asked the Clerk to see if TCV could rectify this on their next planned 

visit to the Spinney. 

 

Clerk to action. 

 

(c) To discuss minor issues spotted on the monthly play inspection report 

The report has raised a couple of issues on Boyers Park:  

1. Cracks have appeared in the tarmac path near to the park. 

2. The spinning dish is not moving freely so it may need greasing or a new 

bearing. 

3. There are bolts protruding from the toddler swings which need removing. 

 

On Kings Walk park, the bearing on the skier needs checking. 



 

Clerk to ask handyman to rectify the second, third and fourth issues and leave 

the cracks in the tarmac path on the next agenda. 

(d) To discuss complaints from a resident that BBQs have been used in Kings 

Walk park 

The Clerk confirmed that she had contacted Blaby District Council who stated 

there are no by-laws preventing BBQs on any parks in Blaby District. 

 

PH&E 20.53 Date of next Meeting 

 Tuesday 14th July at 7.30pm. 

 

Meeting closed at 9.18pm. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


